
APPENDIX A  

Bentley St Area 

Responses to Public consultation  

 

Objectors 
 

Objections to the proposals (comments written as received) 

Objector A 

 

I have lived on and around Bentley St for 32 yrs. I have been a car driver for same 

length of time. I have NEVER known of any accidents or problems in that time. 

Most drivers i suspect live or work in this area and are sensible drivers...I cannot 

see any point of Ugly. Unnecessary signs all over the area, making any difference 

other than making the area look like it’s becoming.....cheap and ugly......Therefore i 

Object to this area looking worse than it already does with these signs everywhere. 

Or is it just another government make money revenue if we should drive at a 

reasonable 30 mph. with care. Money should be spent street cleaning, adding salt 

boxes on streets for public use. And most of all repairing the roads. 

Response 

The scheme is not one that is being driven as an accident reduction scheme; the proposals are direct 

response from local residents and elected members to address the speed of vehicles which is seen as 

being inappropriate for this residential area. 

Signage will be kept to a minimum whilst still reminding drivers of the reduced speed limit. 

The scheme is being funded by Rochdale Township through their devolved budget. 

 

Objector B 

 

I have just received your leaflet concerning speeding and the proposed reduction 

in the speed limit in the Bentley Street area. I have lived on Great Lee for over 15 

years and have noticed over this period of time that most users of this area appear 

to drive at a speed appropriate to the traffic conditions and within the present 30 

mph limit. I have also noticed cars exceeding the limit but in my experience these 

are in a very small minority. 

I object to the proposed reduction in the limit for the following reasons: 

1    Why would one expect the minority who exceed the 30 mph limit to comply 

with a 20 mph limit when they know that there is no deterrent and little to no 

chance of being apprehended? 

2   Most drivers would comply and drive at the reduced speed, in a lower gear and 

take longer to drive through the area thus creating a greater level of pollution. 

Pollution levels on Shawclough Road in the rush hour when most cars are in 

bottom gear and crawling along illustrate this aspect (I used to be one of them!) 

3   I am sure that I am not alone in thinking that this is merely a back-door way of 

starting to introduce a total town-wide blanket speed limit reduction. The terrible 

congestion of Rochdale's roads is normally speed limiting enough! 

It is quite a few years now since I have seen a police speed gun being used in the 

area. I have reason to spend a significant amount of time in the North Wales area 

around Dolgellau/Barmouth. The police in this area frequently use a portable 

speed gun in various villages which has had a dramatic effect. Please consider this 

action before committing to what I consider to be unnecessary blanket speed 

reductions. 

 

Response 

Key to the success of any area wide speed limit reduction is engagement by local residents and road users 

and for them to embrace the change and appreciate the benefits of driving slower offered to their 

community. 

Most modern cars are capable of travelling at reduced speeds without increasing pollution levels. 

There is a growing movement throughout the country for the introduction of 20mph speed limits in 



residential streets. These are seen as making areas more attractive to residents and encouraging more 

walking and cycling. There are currently no plans to introduce blanket wide 20mph areas in Rochdale 

Township. 

Any enforcement of the proposals would be carried out by Greater Manchester Police by whatever 

measure they see fit. 

 

Objector C 

 

 

Drivers are speeding through Shawclough because of the congestion on Whitworth 

Rd, forcing them to take the alternative route through the village towards the 

town centre. 

The solution is to resolve the daily tail backs on Whitworth Rd, caused by the 

traffic lights system at the junction with Yorkshire St. 

I am opposed to a 20 mph restriction in our area. 

Children should be taught how to cross the road safely, as my generation was by 

our parents and schools. 

Expecting all the drivers to go at this speed is unreasonable. Pedestrian adults and 

children have to take responsibility for their own actions when crossing roads. 

Falinge park pupils have frequently sauntered across the road when there has 

been a row of vehicles approaching despite not being on the designated crossing. 

My view is that the existing 30mph limit is quite adequate. 

 

Response 

A scheme to improve the junction of Whitworth Rd and Yorkshire St has been programmed to start late 

2015. 

Road safety officers visit all primary and secondary schools within the borough delivering the road safety 

message. The proposals are aimed at addressing what is seen by residents as the inappropriate speed at 

which drivers currently drive through this residential area. 

Supporter/  

Comments 
Comments in support of the proposals 

Supporter / 

Comment  A 

 

Agree with the speed limit, but also no parking should be allowed outside Minky 

Mill. They have their own car park which they don’t use. Parked cars reducing the 

road width makes it more dangerous when cars are speeding up and down. 

Response 

Introduction of Traffic Regulation Order would be required to remove parked vehicles, funding would need 

to be provided for such works as a separate exercise if this is seen as being necessary.  

 

Supporter / 

Comment  B 

 

I welcome the proposed scheme as i am a local resident living off Bentley Street. 

However, I am of the opinion that the scheme will not be successful without the 

inclusion of speed bumps or speed cameras. 

The persistent speeders will continue to do so and will ignore 20mph signs. 

 

Response 

An alternative scheme with the inclusion of traffic calming was provided as an option but was rejected by 

Rochdale Action and Resource Committee in preference to a 20mph speed limit. A traffic calming scheme 

could be introduced at a later date if it was felt that additional measures were required to reduce vehicle 

speeds and if funds could be made available. 

 

Supporter / 

Comment  C 

 

Supports 20mph speed limit on side streets but feels that 20mph on Bentley St will 

not work without additional measures being taken. 

 

Response 

An alternative scheme with the inclusion of traffic calming was provided as an option but was rejected by 

Rochdale Action and Resource Committee in preference to a 20mph speed limit. A traffic calming scheme 

could be introduced at a later date if it was felt that additional measures were required to reduce vehicle 



speeds and if funds could be made available. 

 

Supporter / 

Comment  D 

 

In Support of the scheme but would like to see some other measures to reduce 

vehicle speeds on Bentley St such as an interactive sign 

Response 

Introduction of an interactive sign could be an option if additional funding was made available. 

  

Supporter / 

Comment  E 

 

 

 I have received your leaflet outlining the proposals for 20mph speed limit zone 

around the Bentley Street area. I fully support the proposal but would like to see 

the repeater sign placed nearer to the junction of Clarence Street/Bentley Street, 

and maybe another one at the 2nd T junction near the bungalows (on Clarence 

Street).  This stretch of Clarence Street is very heavily used both for access to and 

leaving the estate. I think that signs placed nearer to the junction would better 

remind drivers that they are in a 20 mph zone.  I live at no 4 Clarence Street and 

constantly see drivers doing in access of 20 mph up and down, what is a narrow 

and winding street, with a blind corner. 

 

Response 

The location of 20mph repeater signs is a balance between keeping street clutter to a minimum and also 

providing drivers with information at the most appropriate times to maintain a reduced speed. 

 

Supporter / 

Comment   F 

 

I have recently received a flyer through my door informing me of the proposed 

speed limit to be introduced in the Bentley Street area. Whilst I am very happy to 

hear of such a much needed lower speed limit I don't feel speed signs alone will be 

enough to enforce this. The speed limit is currently 30mph & I often walk my dog 

along Bentley street and as a guess the average speed of cars passing is around 

35/40mph whilst some idiots think it is Santa Pod drag strip come screaming past 

at over 70mph!!!  

I couldn't care for them if they lost control hit a wall and killed themselves but it 

would be some other poor person/child they hit and killed. 

This area certainly needs speed calming measures but more needs to be done than 

speed signs alone as they will simply be ignored just as the current speed limit is. 

The area needs speed bumps like are in place on Rooley Moor Rd traffic bumps 

that enforce the speed limit and even put some motorist off from using the Street 

as a short cut or challenge to see what maximum speed they can reach. 

I will not claim to of never creeped above a speed limit although I certainly do not 

speed through residential areas... The proposal is the right way forward but as said 

more needs to be in place to enforce the proposed reduction in speed. 

 

Response 

An alternative scheme with the inclusion of traffic calming was provided as an option but was rejected by 

Rochdale Action and Resource Committee in preference to a 20mph speed limit. A traffic calming scheme 

could be introduced at a later date if it was felt that additional measures were required to reduce vehicle 

speeds and if funds could be made available. 

 

Supporter / 

Comment  G 

 

This is a splendid idea!  Many times - particularly young males of all nationalities 

have raced up Bentley Street and I have pictured someone crossing the road, 

including cats & dogs. They wouldn't stand a chance. So it's with great relief that 

the council have recognised this problem. 

All we need now is a "No Ball Games" notice in the area and life will be nigh 

perfect for us older residents (I'm 66).. 



 

Response 

The proposals are in direct response to requests from local residents and funding being approved by ward 

councillors. 

Supporter / 

Comment  H 

 

Supports the scheme in principle but has reservations that Bentley St would need 

enforcing. 

Response 

Any enforcement of the proposals would be carried out by Greater Manchester Police in line with their 

policies and procedures. 

Supporter / 

Comment  I 

 

I am a resident in this area and am pleased the introduction of a 20mph speed 

limit is being considered, although I do not feel that signs alone will stop vehicles 

speeding in this area.  Speed ramps on Bentley Street would be more useful, is this 

also being considered? 

 

Response 

An alternative scheme with the inclusion of traffic calming was provided as an option but was rejected by 

Rochdale Action and Resource Committee in preference to a 20mph speed limit. A traffic calming scheme 

could be introduced at a later date if it was felt that additional measures were required to reduce vehicle 

speeds and if funds could be made available. 

 

 

 

 


